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19th September 2011

The Network of Asian Producers (NAP) is deeply concerned about the recent developments related to Fair Trade USA (FTUSA) leaving Fairtrade International and their decision to pursue their own label and to discontinue working within the global Fairtrade system. 
NAP is a committed stakeholder of Fairtrade International and strongly believes in the empowerment of its producers and its strategic focus would be ensuring better market access to all its producers in the coming years. NAP is therefore committed to supporting one global Fairtrade movement, a movement that focuses on ensuring better livelihood opportunities for its producers, a movement that ensures that trade practices are fair and finally a movement that has a Fairtrade Mark that is globally recognised as an ethical certification brand. 
We note that FTUSA has already begun discussions with the Trade in the USA and it is important that Fairtrade International stakes its claim with the Trade and the consumer so as to consolidate its  legitimacy in the global market. It is going to be an uphill task but in this market Fairtrade International will have to market its brand and logo with the consumer. We feel that this is imperative so that the producers are not affected by these changes in the market.
NAP will be talking to all its producers to ensure that their needs and concerns are heard and to ensure that their partnerships with US based organisations continue smoothly. We will be working closely with Fairtrade International to ensure that there is a continued vibrant global Fairtrade system. 

In Solidarity
Bharath Mandanna
Chairman 
NAP Board
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